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Four common culprits of electrical fires
 May is National Electrical Safety 
Month, which is the perfect time to 
evaluate the safety of your home’s 
electrical system. Outdated wiring and 
overloaded circuits are the most com-
mon causes of electrical fires. Check 
the following areas of your home to 
ensure your home’s electrical safety is 
up to par.  

        ELECTRICAL OUTLETS
 Faulty electrical outlets are a 
leading cause of home fires. As outlets 
age, so do the wires behind them that 
you can’t see. Any loose, damaged or 
warm-to-the-touch outlets should be 
repaired or replaced.  

        ELECTRICAL WIRING
 Outdated wiring is another 
common cause of electrical fires. 
Frequently tripped breakers, flickering 
lights and burning smells are clear 
warning signs. If your home is more 
than 20 years old, it may not be able to 
handle today’s increased power load. 
If you suspect your home’s wiring is 
outdated, leave this one to the pros 
and contact a qualified electrician. 

        OVERLOADED CORDS 
        AND OUTLETS
 Extension cords are not perma-
nent solutions. If your big-screen TV, 

home theater system and other elec-
tronics are plugged into one extension 
cord, it’s time to call an electrician and 
install additional outlets. 
  
         OLD APPLIANCES
  Older appliances are more likely 
to have loose or damaged wiring, 
which means they’re more likely to 
catch fire. Check older appliances for 
damage and determine if it’s time 
to upgrade or replace. Also check to 
ensure you’re using appliance-grade 
outlets. A qualified electrician can 
help with installation.

Energy Efficiency  
Tip of the Month
When the weather is nice, 
put your grill to use! During 
summer months, cooking 
outdoors is a great way to save 
energy and eliminate unwanted 
heat from cooking indoors. 

May is National Electrical Safety Month!

In observance of 
Memorial Day, 
the office will be 
CLOSED on 
Monday, May 
25, 2020.
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 There’s no other way to say it. 
Trimming branches or limbs near 
power lines can kill. 
 If you look the other way, get 
distracted by deciding which limb to 
trim next or lose your footing, you 
could inadvertently make contact 
with a power line. You might think 
you have a steady hand, but moving a 
few inches off course could be the last 
thing you ever do.
 It doesn’t take contact with a wire 
to cause a fatal shock — electricity 
will jump to find the quickest path to 
the ground. Keep yourself and your 
tools or equipment more than 10 feet 
away from lines. 
 Did you know trimming within 
10 feet (in any direction) of a power 
line is illegal? Only OSHA-certified 
line clearance workers are authorized 
to trim near power lines. So when 
hiring a tree trimmer to trim near 

power lines in your yard or on your 
property, make sure the person you 
hire is certified to do so.
 Call us with any questions about 
trees and power lines at 800-526-
7282. For more information about 
electrical safety, visit SafeElectricity.
org. 

Remember: Trimming trees within 
10 feet of a power line can be fatal. 
Never trim branches or limbs near a 
power line. It’s the law: only OSHA-
certified line clearance workers are 
authorized to trim near power lines. 

Use SUMMER OUTDOOR LIGHTING Safely
• Only use lighting approved for outdoor use.
• Make sure lighting has a reputable seal of approval, 

such as UL.
• Use outdoor-rated bulbs.
• Use recommended bulb wattage.
• Inspect all cords and lights form damage or wear 

before using them.
• Only use outdoor-rated extension cords and do not 

overload them.
• Do not use nails or metal tacks to hang light strands.
• Make sure your outlets are GFCI-protected.

For more information:

Trimming trees near power lines can kill



 MAY 2020 • ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 20c

What your teen 
should know 

At home
• Do not use a cell phone near the 
bathtub or sink or with wet hands 
while it is plugged in and charging. 
• Do not use an extension cord in 
the bathroom to extend your phone’s 
reach closer to the tub. Teens have died 
after a phone dropped into bath water.
• Do not sleep with your charging 
cell phone under your pillow or in bed 
with you. The phone can overheat, 
causing bedding to catch on fire. Also, 
a short in the cord can cause electrical 
shock when using your phone, espe-
cially when using generic or incompat-
ible chargers. Always replace chargers 
with brand name/matching items. 
• Do not charge your cell phone, 
tablet or other devices on soft surfaces 
such as a blanket, pillow or bedding.
On the road
• If you are in an accident involving 
a downed power line, damaged trans-
former or other electrical equipment, 
DO NOT get out of your car and call 
9-1-1, unless there is smoke or your 
car is on fire. Then, make a solid jump 
out without touching the car and hop 
with feet together as far as you can. 
DO NOT WALK. The ground and 
anything else the lines touch could have 
electrical current running through it. 
• If you approach an accident with a 
downed power line, DO NOT attempt 
to help the victims and do not go near 
the scene. Instead, call 9-1-1 and warn 
others not to approach the area.
Outside
• Do not use plugged in devices 
near water like a pool or hot tub.
• If you are swimming in a lake and 
feel odd sensations, such as tingling 
or zaps, swim away from the dock or 
other source of electricity. Electrical 
currents can leak into the water and 
can cause electric shock drowning. If 
you feel odd sensations in a hot tub or 
swimming pool, get out.

for 
Teens

ELECTRICAL 
Safety

        DO NOT put 
your cell phone under 
your pillow or take it 
to bed with you.

DO NOT use generic chargers or cords. 
They could overheat or shock or burn you.

            DO NOT use charging                  
           cell phones or other 
electrical devices with wet 
or damp hands.

DO NOT bring a charging cell phone or other 
electrical devices near water, including a 
bathtub or pool. 

If you are in a car accident involving a downed 
power line, DO NOT get out of the vehicle 
unless you see smoke or fire. 

If you must exit a burning 
vehicle near or on a downed 
power line, make a clean 
exit from the car and 
land on both feet; then 
hop with feet together, 
DO NOT WALK, 
to safety. 
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 As interest in “green” energy and ways to save money on utility bills continue to 
grow, some cooperative members may be considering the installation of a solar array. 
 Since these types of systems have the capability of returning electricity back 
to the electric grid, there are some major safety considerations to sort through 
before a system is installed.
 Before deciding to buy a solar array, examine the economics to determine if 
such a system will lower your monthly electricity costs. If you do decide to install 
a solar array, contact our office as early as possible in the process.  
 A CCEC representative will provide information on our interconnection pro-
cess and policies, as well as answer any questions you may have. That way, you and 
your installer will have the information needed as you progress with your system.
 For more information on CCEC policies and requirements, please contact our office 
Monday through Friday, between 7 a.m. and 4 p.m. at 800-526-7282.

Considering Solar?Considering Solar?
Call us first!Call us first!
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