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Cooperatives See the Future
Dramatic changes are transforming all aspects of the energy industry.
Interest in renewable energy is at an
all-time high, and ultimately consumers want greater control over their
energy use and payment methods.
The prevalence of smart-phone
apps and “smart” technology for the
home is increasing, and consumers
and businesses are showing greater
interest in electric vehicles. There’s
no denying it: electric utilities will
have to make changes to the way
they provide energy to accommodate
these trends. Luckily, Clinton County
Electric Cooperative (CCEC) is
uniquely positioned to meet these
changing energy needs because we
are a cooperative.
Co-ops are community-led.		
October is National Co-op Month,
which is the perfect time to highlight
the many ways electric cooperatives
are unique.
Cooperatives are locally governed,
looking out for the long-term needs of
their consumer-members.
Bob Kroeger, president of CCEC,
explains, “Electric cooperatives belong
to the communities they serve. This
heightened community focus allows us
to quickly adapt to evolving consumer
expectations. Our closeness to the
community ensures a better response
to these needs because we are led by
the people that we serve.”

Co-ops are a catalyst for good.
Electric co-ops, like CCEC,
are a catalyst for good in their
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communities. Co-ops engage their
consumer-members to do things that
might otherwise be impossible or
difficult, like more than 75 years ago
when electric co-ops brought power to
areas where other utilities did not find
it economically feasible.
Cooperatives exist to meet a need
that was previously unmet in the community, and they are ever striving to
anticipate and plan for the future needs
of their consumer-members. Electric
cooperatives often partner with local
groups to bring economic opportunity
to their local community. It is this
facilitation role that is often the most
valuable strength of the co-op.
The co-op business model is unique.
It is pragmatic, mission-oriented

and puts people first. Co-ops strive to
be a trusted voice in their communities.
Co-ops have earned that trust because,
while not perfect, they always have their
members’ best interest at heart and are
determined to enrich the lives of those
living and working in the communities
they serve––now and in the future.

Anne Prince writes on consumer
and co-op affairs for the NRECA, the
national trade association representing
more than 900 local electric co-ops. From
growing suburbs to remote farming
communities, electric co-ops serve as
engines of economic development for 42
million Americans across 56 percent of the
nation’s landscape.
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Change to CCEC’s heating and cooling program
At the regular meeting of
the board of trustees on April
24, 2018, the board approved a
change to Clinton County Electric
Cooperative’s (CCEC) high efficiency heating and cooling program.
Effective with the August 2018
electric consumption, members
with a geothermal system or high
efficiency air to air heat pump
will receive a $7.50 monthly bill
credit. This will take the place of
the discounted heating and cooling

kilowatt hours currently being
registered through your second
meter and eliminate the monthly
$4 System Delivery Charge for that
second meter.
With the installation of
Advanced Metering Infrastructure
(AMI), the board decided it is not
in the best financial interest of the
cooperative to replace the approximately 900 second meters on our
system. However, CCEC is committed to high efficiency heating

and cooling technology and wants
to keep an incentive available for
those using high efficiency units.
If you are a member who currently has a second meter and are
getting the discount on heating
and cooling kilowatt hours, there
is nothing you need to do. You
will automatically receive the new
monthly credit starting with August
2018 consumption, reflected on
your September bill.
If you are not taking advantage of
the discounted kilowatt hours or are
thinking of installing a geothermal
system or high efficiency air to
air heat pump, please provide the
office with a bill of sale for your unit
and we can set your account up to
receive the new credit.
This change is revenue neutral. It
will not generate any more or less
revenue for CCEC. If you have any
questions regarding this rate change,
do not hesitate to contact the office
Monday through Friday, between
the hours of 7 a.m. and 4 p.m. at
800-526-7282.

Office closing notice

In observance of
Veterans Day,
the office will be
closed on
Monday,
November 12, 2018.
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In observance of
Thanksgiving,
the office will be
closed on
Thursday,
November 22 and
Friday,
November 23, 2018.
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Does your school or classroom need new materials?
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Can your students benefit from new programs and educational resources?
Clinton County
Electric Cooperative is again coordinating our grant program
Grants
with Touchstone Energy for our local private and public K-12 teachers and

administrators. Eight grants of $500 will be provided for innovative, unfunded
projects or materials. Qualifying projects are those that improve the learning
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needresources
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increase
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www.cceci.com or contact Carrie Trame at 1-800-526-7282.
Grant applications are due by November 5, 2018. Grant awards will be announced on
December 3, 2018. An objective panel of judges will determine which projects will be awarded the grants. For grant applications and guidelines, please visit our website at
www.cceci.com or contact Carrie Trame at 1-800-526-7282.
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Considering Solar?
Call us first!

As interest in “green” energy and ways to save money on utility bills continue to
grow, some cooperative members may be considering the installation of a solar array.
Since these types of systems have the capability of returning electricity back
to the electric grid, there are some major safety considerations to sort out before
a system is installed.
Before deciding to buy a solar array, examine the economics to determine if
such a system will lower your monthly electricity costs. If you do decide to install
a solar array, contact our office as early as possible in the process.
A CCEC representative will provide information on our interconnection process and policies, as well as answer any questions you may have. That way, you and
your installer will have the information needed as you progress with your system.
For more information on CCEC policies and requirements, please contact our office
Monday through Friday, between 7 a.m. and 4 p.m. at 800-526-7282.
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